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Monday marked the 22nd 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks 
on the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon, as well as Flight 
93, whose passengers bravely 
prevented it from flying into 
the U.S. Capitol. When Amer-
ican Airlines Flight 77 struck 
the Pentagon, Alexandria’s 
first responders answered the 
call to help other Northern 
Virginia emergency respond-
ers that day. 

While the enduring images 
of Sept. 11, 2001 focus on the 
World Trade Center, the attack 
on the Pentagon and the resil-
ience of Americans that day 
is memorialized in a photo by 
Michael Pendergrass, which 
pictures fire personnel hang-
ing an American flag on the 
building. One of the firefight-
ers captured in the photo was 
a member of the Alexandria  
Fire Department.

Another emergency re-
sponder that day was Officer 
Francis Powers of the Alexan-
dria Police Department. Many 
years later, Powers remem-
bered 9/11 starting just like 
any other day. His wife went 
to her office two blocks from 
the White House, and his one-
year-old son was dropped off 
at child care.

Powers found out about 
the first planes flying into the 
World Trade Center towers 
while he waited for court pro-
ceedings to begin. The third 

plane struck the Pentagon at 
9:45 that morning.

Powers was able to reach 
his wife to find out she was 
part of the pedestrian exodus 
from D.C. to Virginia. His son 
was picked up by his grand-
mother. His first assignment 
in response to the attack was 
to make sure that the on-ramp 
for Interstate 395 off King 
Street remained clear for am-
bulances to transport injured 
people from the Pentagon  

to Alexandria Hospital.
Powers recalled the fleet of 

ambulances was much smaller 
than anticipated. The attack on 
the Pentagon killed 125 people 
in the building and all 64 peo-
ple on Flight 77.

The enduring memories for 
Powers from that day were the 
smell of burning fuel, the rain of 
particles and ash from the fire 
at the Pentagon and the con-
trast of the day’s events with 
the beautiful weather overhead.

The black plume of smoke 
from the fire was visible from 
Alexandria City Hall. It took 
multiple days to put out the 
fire. The damaged parts of the 
Pentagon were fully repaired 
by September 2002, and the 
National 9/11 Pentagon Me-
morial formally opened on 
Sept. 11, 2008.
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The duty roster for the Alexandria Police Department on Sept. 11, 2001.
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